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driving a new direction

T

he tension in the car was heavy, but they didn’t
speak. He had been unfaithful to her, his wife, after 13
years. He was remorseful, but she felt betrayed and hopeless.
She was considering divorce but was doubtful her
teacher salary could support her and their 5-year-old
son—and certainly not another baby. That day, she and
her husband drove to the abortion clinic in silence.
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through with this. I will stay with you no matter what.”
Josie’s heart felt hope. She said she needed his reassurance
that he would commit himself to the marriage, stressing,
“not just because of the children.” He agreed. They cried.
They talked some more. They were ready to embark on a
new chapter together.
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had encouraged her.
Thrive staff were thrilled and offered another sonogram.

He parked the car in front of Planned Parenthood and

As she watched her baby on the screen, Josie was smiling,
tearful at times, and adamant that she and her husband

finally broke the silence.

were going to keep the baby and continue working on
“Listen, I really want to be here for you,” he said. “If you

their marriage. “Prayers worked!” she said. Their baby is

don’t want to have this abortion, you don’t have to go

due in November.

The mission of Thrive Women's Clinic is to extend Christ-like love in a
compassionate and responsive manner that values the family and
empowers women and their partners to choose life.

*Name changed to protect privacy.
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from the director

by Mary Jayne Fogerty

digital makeover: staying relevant

F

or many years, we reached potential women in
unplanned pregnancies with the Yellow Pages phone
book. A half-page advertisement cost as much as
$20,000.
In 2004 when I joined the ministry, we were just
creating our very first website. Today, we spend less
money and have a broader reach through the
Internet via our website and targeted online ads.
In 2013, upon our 30th anniversary, we updated our
website, changed our name to Thrive Women’s Clinic,
and updated our clinics with modern furniture. It was
intentional to remain relevant to our potential
clients: women in unplanned pregnancies, typically
ages 19–29

and client-based social media outlets for one year
and at no cost! Vitae is working with us to cast a wide
net to reach potential clients by gaining their attention
through a variety of messages and images that
empower and interest them. As they engage with our
online media, they will also receive pregnancy and
clinic information along the way. We are already
seeing success.
As communication evolves, so does Thrive.
Stay tuned.

Our website, www.ThriveWomensClinic.com, is once
again under construction. Our new site, launching
later this year, will be younger, grittier, mobile-friendly,
and more appealing to our target client: the abortiondetermined woman. You can see early stages of our
digital makeover on our client-focused Facebook
and Instagram pages @thrivewomensclinic.
This makeover is happening through Vitae
Foundation and an anonymous Thrive supporter.
Vitae, a national media non-profit, has dedicated
years of research to understand and reach our target
client and guide her to pregnancy clinics like ours.
Vitae is providing our client website, online advertising,

While Vitae spearheads our client outreach,
we are dedicated to communicate with
you, our supporters. Here’s how you
can stay in tune to our ministry’s events,
staff, board, volunteer opportunities,
statistics, and more.
VISIT
THRIVEWOMENSCLINIC.COM
AND ACCESS THE “SUPPORT” PORTAL
WITH PASSWORD ISAIAH44:4.
@VINEKEEPERS
TO GET NEWS AND A PEEK INTO OUR
DAILY OPERATIONS.

in the clinic | sonogram stories

a strong beat

one last look

By Vicki Germer, Thrive Nurse

By Jill McPherson, Volunteer Advocate

I

s it worth thousands of dollars for ultrasound
machines, nurse training, and maintenance fees?
Lacy* and Jeremiah* would say yes. They were together
five years with plans to marry and have kids one day,
“Just not now!” She felt too young; Jeremiah had
no job, and her parents disapproved of their biracial
relationship. Her initial sonogram at Thrive was
inconclusive. She made an appointment to come back,
but we were weren’t sure she would.
She did! She brought Jeremiah. The sonogram detected
a remarkably strong heartbeat and Lacy said tearfully,
“I really was not prepared to see and hear the heartbeat.
That makes it all so real.”
Lacy left still considering abortion, but she committed to
wait to decide. I called Lacy soon after, and to my great
joy, she said she and Jeremiah had moved back to Odessa
where Jeremiah got a job and family can support them as
they parent this baby. I asked her if anything at Thrive
had impacted her decision.
“Hearing the heartbeat!” she said. “That changed
everything!”

C

arla* came to Thrive as a frightened, unmarried,
18-year-old considering abortion after her first sexual
experience with her boyfriend. Carla was so disappointed in
herself and feared her parents, who are leaders in the
church, would be disappointed, too. She was considering
abortion.
Carla was so ashamed, so we talked about the character
of God and that all she needed to do is ask His forgiveness.
We prayed for God to guide her decision and give her
strength to tell her parents. A sonogram revealed a
7-week-old baby. We scheduled a follow-up appointment
for the next week.
Carla did not show up the next week and my heart sank.
I called her and she didn’t answer. I prayed often for her.
One night, Carla walked into Thrive and asked for another
sonogram. I excitedly told her we would be happy to
squeeze her into the schedule. Her baby boy looked
healthy and almost 16 weeks along! Carla was emotional
on the exam table and decided to parent her baby.
We role-played how she could tell her parents. I gave her
a baby blanket, and we look forward to supporting her
through her pregnancy. I was so grateful she came back
for that one last look.
*Name changed to protect privacy.

in the spotlight

revamped program astounds students

S

tudents in public and private schools throughout
the region are getting a vivid peek into the life of an
unborn baby throughout the 280 days of pregnancy,
thanks to our revamped fetal development education
program called Thrive:280.
This interactive 45-minute PowerPoint presentation was
recently enhanced with astounding high-tech sonogram
images, fascinating facts, and physical models to help
students catch a clear vision of a baby’s growth in the
womb.
“We hope this can affect the choices these students
make throughout their lives concerning sexuality and
pregnancy,” said Thrive Nurse Vivian Summey. “We are
planting the seeds for life.”
Thrive nurses have provided earlier versions of the fetal
development program in schools, youth groups, and
even a juvenile probation program since 2010. The Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills require middle and high
schools to teach fetal development, and Thrive offers
this service for free. Anyone interested in hosting a
presentation can contact new Education Coordinator
Susan Crouse, a recently retired science teacher from
Carrollton Christian Academy, at
scrouse@ThriveWomensClinic.com.
Schools or youth groups can request a faith-based
version, or public schools can request a secular presentation

Thrive Nurse Vivian Summey at Prestonwood Christian Academy.

with the option to cover topics from health to nutrition
and sexual integrity. It’s all part of Thrive’s mission “to
live in a community where abortion is unthinkable.”
“Even the secular presentations can help students
understand how early life begins,” Summey said.
Summey gives the students a sesame seed and shows
the sonogram video of a four-week-old embryo the same
size. “That heart starts beating, and the students say,
‘Wow!’” Summey said.
When another video shows a nine-week old fetus
stretching out and diving from one side of the womb to
the other, Summey hears, “Whoa! No way!”
“The classroom just gets charged, and they can’t hold
back their reactions,” Summey said. “They are so attentive,
and they won’t forget what they’re learning.”

KNOW SOMEONE WHO MIGHT HOST
THRIVE:280?
• Church youth groups
• Youth education programs
• High school and middle school health and science teachers
• Christian school educators
• School nurses
CONTACT SCROUSE@THRIVEWOMENSCLINIC.COM

stories of hope

language barriers broken
first-time mother, so I had no idea what I was doing,”
Marta explained. “Nelly helped so much. I learned things
like how to dress a baby, how to test the temperature
of the bath water, and we studied the Bible.”
For every class Marta took, she earned Baby Bucks and
bought all the gear she needed in Thrive’s baby supply
store.

M

Marta and her family

arta was in despair with a six-month-old baby.
The baby’s father was jobless. She didn’t know where to
find clothes, diapers, or formula. She only spoke Spanish
and struggled to find a place to understand her situation
until a friend told her about Thrive Women’s Clinic.
She visited Thrive’s West Dallas Clinic and encountered
Nelly Lopez, a Spanish-speaking staff member. “I was a

Six years later, Marta is married to the baby’s father. He
has a steady job, and they are heavily involved in their
church. She brings her family to Thrive’s annual client
events, including our Mother’s Day brunch.
“We love coming back to see Nelly and the staff,” Marta
said. “I would have seen a lot of difficulty if I had not
found Thrive.”
THRIVE NEEDS MORE SPANISH-SPEAKING VOLUNTEERS
TO HELP CLIENTS LIKE MARTA. LEARN MORE AT
WWW.THRIVEWOMENSCLINIC.COM/VOLUNTEER.
PASSWORD: ISAIAH44:4

leave it in the past
By Jan Cassidy

W

hen Bethany was a high school sophomore, her mother took her to get an abortion. As you can imagine,
Bethany still carries so many deep regrets about this. As a high school senior, Bethany got pregnant again and
feared disappointing her mother again. But this second time around, she found Thrive.
Bethany came to Thrive’s East Dallas location by herself and shared all of her fears about her future plans for school
and a career. Her advocate introduced her to God’s plan of sexual integrity before marriage, reminded her of the
good plan God has for every life, and reassured her that He knows exactly how she is feeling. Together, they
reviewed abortion risks and procedures, and fetal development. Her advocate suggested that if her mother again
insisted on an abortion, she could come to the clinic to see the video with Bethany.
Bethany and her mother came together for a sonogram. Her mother admitted she was disappointed but wanted to
support her daughter. Together, they viewed the second sonogram, which revealed the baby was seven weeks
along. We thank God He brought her to Thrive this time!

stewardship

celebration dinner
and fundraiser
SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 AT 7 PM
EDDIE DEEN’S RANCH IN DOWNTOWN DALLAS

O

Legendary guitarist Phil Keaggy

nly in Texas can you pair your favorite cowboy boots and jeans with your best bling for a night featuring live
music, great food, tons of fun, and transformational client testimonies. Thrive’s largest annual fundraiser event will
be at Eddie Deen’s Ranch this year, bringing a completely new relaxed atmosphere.
Our guest speaker and performer, Phil Keaggy, is a world-renown guitarist with a career spanning over 40 years.
With over 60 solo albums, Phil plays a variety of genres from rock-and-roll to instrumental compositions. He knows
that God gave him a calling to deliver the Gospel through his music and personal story.
Shine up those boots, bring your friends, and celebrate with us Sept. 28th!
BUY TICKETS HERE: WWW.THRIVEWOMENSCLINIC.COM/DINNER

host a thrive
house party
MAKE FRIENDS AND
RAISE FUNDS

O

pen your home and invite your

friends, family, and colleagues to learn about
the life-saving work of Thrive Women’s Clinic
in an intimate setting. All you need is a night,
a guest list, and a home. We will work closely
with you to plan and prepare an event that
best fits your group of guests and schedule.
Interested? Contact Sheridan Camp at
scamp@thrivewomensclinic.com or
214-343-9263.

special thanks
Professional photography for our special events this
spring were provided by Rebecca L. Jones
(RebeccaLJonesPhotography.com) and Keli Melo
Photography (On Instagram @kelimelo). Thank you!
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ministry days

Bill Squiric with Golf for Life
Chairman Orlando Salazar

Festa della Donna Guest of Honor and former Thrive client, Kate
(center), with her mom and sister.

David Fultz’s golf quartet displaying our
First Responders Fore Life tournament theme

Thrive volunteer Julie Fratantoni
at Watermark Church's
Give and Go event

Great putt at our
Golf Fore Life tournament

Thrive Staffer, Kontessa, with an
Earn-While-You-Learn client
and her baby

Three generations:
Client with her mother and daughter

Festa Chair Michelle McElreath, Author Kay Wyma,
and Thrive Exective Director, Mary Jayne Fogerty

Mona, a former client and
current Thrive volunteer,
with her family

Staffer Nelly Lopez
at the West Dallas Clinic

Client and daughter

Our new volunteer physician,
Mie Mie Sohn-McGowan, OBGYN

Volunteer Advocate Harriet Maclay
with Thrive Staffer Demetrius Davis
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THRIVE Baby 2017

NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY IS 9.14.17
BUMP us up!
Donate to Thrive Women’s Clinic online that day only, and the Communities
Foundation of Texas will bump it up with bonus funds! Your donations help our
clients embrace their baby bumps and choose life.
To inspire you, we’ll be featuring our most favorite Thrive client bumps!
Donate Sept. 7-14 at www.NorthTexasGivingDay.org and search “Thrive”
(You can schedule your gift early this year!)
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