SPRING

35 years | Thrive impact spans
three generations

JaN - FEB ‘18 STaTISTICS
43 Babies saved
5 New believers
351 New client visits

What are your dreams for the future?
I am a psychology major, and I think I want to be an
industrial psychologist.

“I FELT LIKE I WAS ALIVE
FOR A REASON.”

Rylee and her Mother

T

hrive Women’s Clinic celebrates 35 years in ministry
this year, and we can’t think of a better way to commemorate
the longevity of God’s work than to introduce our semester
intern: Rylee Frisbee, whose life was saved at Thrive 22
years ago.
Three generations of Rylee’s family have walked through
our clinic doors. Rylee’s mother first came as a teenage
client considering abortion, but she chose life for Rylee
instead. Last year, Rylee’s grandmother volunteered as a
nurse at Thrive. Now, it’s Rylee’s turn to serve on the
frontlines of life.

How did you learn about your mom’s original plan for
abortion?
I was about 17 or 18. I went to McKinney Christian
academy and we had a whole 6-weeks apologetics
course about abortion. That’s when my mom told me. We
got to sit down and have this awesome talk about it. It
was good timing because it was the summer before I was
going to college and I had a fear of leaving home. Some
of the fear was alleviated because I felt like I was alive
for a reason.
What does your story mean to you?
I would tell my story to anyone if they asked me. I want
them to see how amazing God is and how He used it in
every part of my parents’ lives and now bleeding into
mine. Thrive saved my life. I could have been aborted,
and my mom would still be dealing with that and I never
would have had this opportunity to grow up. The world
needs more organizations like Thrive.

Q&A WITH RYLEE FRISBEE
Why did you want to intern at Thrive?
This is my last semester at (Dallas Baptist University) and
I needed an internship. Once I saw that (my internship
could be at an emergency pregnancy center), I thought
about Thrive. My family has a long history here. Talk
about coming full circle! My grandmother, who volunteered
as a nurse here, has said Thrive is like a big family.

Thrive intern Rylee Frisbee is training to meet with clients.

The mission of Thrive Women's Clinic is to extend Christ-like love in a
compassionate and responsive manner that values the family and
empowers women and their partners to choose life.

thrivewomensclinic.com

from the director

by Mary Jayne Fogerty

thank you for celebrating 35 years with us!
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e are humbled by God’s long-term impact
over 35 years and we are excited to showcase His
work. In this edition of the newsletter, enjoy reading
about former clients from decades past now giving
back to the ministry at Thrive that changed their
lives (see pages 1 and 5). On a broader note, here is
more evidence God’s at work: The abortion rate in
our city and county is declining. (In 2015, Dallas
County reported 7,277 total abortions compared to
11,424 in 2008.)
What does this kind of longevity mean? I recently
drilled down on the average years of service for
people at Thrive. Our volunteers stay 4.3 years with
20 percent of them averaging more than seven years
of service. Our staff members have been here an
average of 7.1 years. That continuity, dedication and
passion allows Thrive to continue services without
great interruption and enables us to test new ideas
and strategies.

But something is always changing at Thrive–we
don’t grow stale.
Our 2017 annual report on the next page reveals
that you continue to empower our clients to choose
life for their babies and life in Christ for themselves.
The report also displays the crucial second dimension of
Thrive’s work: influencing our culture for life. Your
support is doing that by building strong families
through our mentorship programs, employing
cutting-edge digital strategies to reach our target
clients, educating the public about when life begins,
and mentoring other pregnancy centers with the
experience we’ve gained by God’s grace.

Mary Jayne Fogerty with Rylee Frisbee, Thrive’s new intern whose
life was saved through the ministry 22 years ago.

You are even saving lives overseas. The Lord has
opened exciting new doors for Thrive in global
ministry to assist and equip new pregnancy clinics
with resources, guidance and materials in Kenya,
Chile, and Uganda.
Thank you for investing in people, including the
3,100 men and women, boys and girls living in this
world today because of YOU.

Mary Jayne (left) giving Thrive supporters
a tour of our new lobby area
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stories of hope

a new man in her life

W

hen Nicole*, a
young college student, first
came to Thrive, she was
heartbroken after splitting
with her boyfriend. She
came seeking abortion and
adoption options, but her
sonogram revealed she was 23 weeks pregnant, too far
along for a legal abortion in Texas. With support from
her Thrive advocate, Nicole began to prepare for the
baby. She enrolled in Thrive’s Earn While You Learn
(EWYL) courses about baby care and motherhood. When
Nicole’s advocate asked if she would like to learn how
to have a real relationship with God, she replied, “Yes!”
Nicole prayed with her advocate to receive Christ and
began an active church life with her grandmother.

“This was not planned,” she said. “No, no. I’m not
ready for another.”
all options flashed through her mind. as she talked to
her counselor at Thrive Women’s Clinic, she recalled
the regret of an abortion she had as a teenage girl.
“I don’t want to go down that road again,” she
determined. She quit her new job and began preparing
for another newborn with her husband of 20 years.
She returns to Thrive regularly to meet with Priscilla
Baitup, a Thrive volunteer advocate. Through Thrive’s
Earn While You Learn program, they study the Bible
and parenting strategies.

a bright new era

“I’ve already
used what
I’ve learned.
It really
works!” Sylvia
said. She has
a healthy
baby boy, and
Sylvia has
continued to
provide for
Thrive Advocate, Priscilla Baitup with
her
family by
Sylvia and her baby
earning baby
supplies through her classes at Thrive.

a

“I didn’t have to buy him a single diaper until he was
four months old,” she said. “Thrive reminded me I’m
not alone in this. I went there for a pregnancy test, but
I found more. I found friends, encouragement, and
hope.”

Nicole delivered a healthy baby boy and continues
her education and her relationship with God. Thrive
presented her with an Embrace Grace box, which will
encourage her in her new journey of motherhood and
help her connect with a local church closer to home.

fter 10 years as a stay-at-home mom of three,
Sylvia* was beginning a bright new era. With her
youngest boy starting kindergarten, she found a good
job returning to paralegal work, and she was excited
about helping pay down the mortgage.
“Then…SURPRISE!” she said.
at 41 years old, her free pregnancy test at Thrive
Women’s Clinic was positive.

*Names changed to protect privacy.

ministry days

Candy Hill and Thrive Director,
Mary Jayne Fogerty

Thrive Advocate Cindy Pardue
with her client and twins.

Client and Baby

Client and daughter at
our Christmas event

Volunteer advocate
Libby Boggess with her client

Client with his son
with Wade Souza,
Men's Ministry Coordinator

Earlene Jones,
Client Services Director, with new
volunteer Beverly Haywood

Thrive volunteers,
Nicole Giese and board member
Dr. Andi Thacker

thrive’s lasting legacy

A client from ten years ago who brought
her baby items to donate to Thrive

adrienne brought in baby supplies to
donate to Thrive and explained she
first walked through our doors ten
years ago. She has had another baby
since then, but she is now ready to
pass on her stroller and other items to
another mom. She said she is so
thankful for Thrive and wants to give
back to support the work we do.

Client Christmas card

Eighteen years! That’s how long
Thrive Nurse Kay Morton has been
getting a Christmas card from this
client, who now has a teenager heading to
college. “My heart is deeply touched
by the faithfulness of this sweet client
to reach out to me every Christmas,”
Kay said. “I praise God for her decision to
choose life for her daughter!”

Rebecca hanging baby clothes

Rebecca Ibarra faithfully volunteers to
organize the supplies in our Central
Dallas Clinic baby store every week,
but she first came to Thrive as a client
in 2009. She said God has restored her
life and her family and she wants to
give back to the clinic doing His work.

stewardship

meet our director of stewardship,
sheridan camp

N

ew husband. New city. New baby. This last year has been
one of the best of my life, and my new job as Thrive’s Director of
Stewardship is a critical part of that.
You see, at age 18, I chose to have an abortion. I did not have an
option like Thrive. Completely paralyzed by fear, I felt I had no
other option. That single choice to abort produced TEN YEaRS of
self-destruction, addiction, domestic abuse, deceit, and so much
more.
Years ago, God began healing me through post-abortion counseling.
afterwards, I asked Him to let me be a part of the solution. My
heart’s desire is that NOT ONE woman would have to
endure what I did and the horror that comes with choosing
abortion.
Life is one of my core values. Prolife is a verb to me. Thrive
permits me to take action, spreading hope and Truth with
women facing the same decision I did years ago. My mission
is to see hearts and minds changed on the issue of abortion,
rendering it irrelevant. I am honored to serve at Thrive
where that is happening on a daily basis.
are you interested in turning your life lessons, faith, and
heart values into action? Call me. I pray Thrive can give you
an opportunity to experience that joy.

SAVE THE DATE!
ANNUAL CELEBRATION DINNER
AND FUNDRAISER
SEPTEMBER 27, 2018

in the spotlight

in the clinic

2018 volunteers
of the year
Betsy Newman
Client Advocate
West Dallas Clinic
Betsy has faithfully met with Thrive clients since 2009 at
our West Dallas Clinic. Outside the clinic, she is a true
advocate for life. This year, she presented the Sanctity of
Human Life message at her church, Park Cities
Presbyterian.

Kathie Taub
Client Advocate
Interior Designer
Kathie, a volunteer since 2013, meets with clients on
Thursdays at our Central Dallas Clinic. In recent years,
she has also donated countless hours of her professional
interior designer expertise to update all of our clinics
with a branded modern look.

Wingate Sung
Client Advocate
East Dallas Clinic
Wingate has the ability to quickly connect with male
clients experiencing unplanned pregnancy, encouraging
them to support their partners and ultimately embrace
Godly fatherhood. He and his wife have served at the
East Dallas Clinic since 2015.

Paula McLeod
Nurse
Central Dallas Clinic
Paula, a registered nurse, has the medical expertise and
personable spirit that puts Thrive clients at ease as she
performs the sonograms on Wednesdays. She also regularly
blesses Thrive staff at our Central Dallas Clinic with the
best cookies in town.

O

Twins Sonogram

ur 4D sonography continues to be an amazing
tool to help our clients understand the thriving lives
God has created. The sonogram for Kerry*, an abortionminded single mom, revealed twins.
“When Kerry came out of the sonogram room, she started
crying,” said her advocate, longtime Thrive volunteer Jill
McPherson. “I asked if I could hug her, and she hung on
to me for a long time. I could tell that changed things for
her.”
Kerry left still undecided about her plans for the pregnancy,
so Nurse Vicki Germer called to encourage her.
“She was still fearful about how she would handle it
financially,” Vicki said. “I asked if I could do anything to
help her, and she asked me to pray for her. So I did;
right there on the phone, and she thanked me.”
Kerry came back to meet with Jill and Vicki. She was still
working through her decision and feeling overwhelmed.
Jill encouraged her to embrace the positive people in
her life and share the news of the pregnancy with her
family. “I told her that the Lord will help her and encouraged
her to get involved in a church where she would have
even more family to surround her with love and support,”
Jill said.
Kerry finally shared the news with her mom, grandmother,
and sisters about the pregnancy and they all surrounded
her with support. Kerry came back to tell Thrive staff she
is now excited to parent these twins.
* Name changed to protect privacy
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